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The following letters which passed between the stand- 
ing order minister in the town of Plympton, and one 
of our young preachers, will be interesting, no doubt, 
to our readers. They will give something of an idea 
how, and by what means our opposers are disposed 
to attack us, and also, in some good degree, the abil- 


ities and means of defence. Read with candor and 





then judge. 
Piymrton, MAY 25, 1819. 
Rev. Joun Bisse, 

Dear Sir,—With an aching heart I have come 
to the resolution to address you by writing. No 
doubt a letter of this kind from an unknown 
hand will be unexpected and perhaps an object 
of ridicule for you, yet the idea of a day of fu- 
ture retribution constrains me to pertorm this 
all important duty. I have been apprised of 
your arrival to town, of your sentiments. and 
doctrine, and of your intention to exhibit them 
publickly. Yours, I must call them, for surely 
ihey are not the doctrines of the Bible. lL can- 
not describe the distress of my heart at recciv- 
ing this intetlige: nce. Who could avoid weep 

t the idea of hearing Universalism proclaim- 
‘tas being the only true way to heaven—TI like 
urself, have fondly hoped this was true. By 

« | have against those 

ivs of conviction which reason and inspira- 
dictated. By this [ lived without God in 
the world. By means of this I should have gone 
iown to the pit of eternal despair had not an 
\imighty arm inte rpos sed and snatched me as a 
' the burning. 
{ my intention to confute you by argu- 
rif ihe Bible ane yen sure- 
lv my inexperienced pea willnot. | would how- 
you to that unerring ‘rule, the word 
of the living the eternal Jehovah who cannot 
lie. ‘ile that believeth not shall be damned, 
and whosoever preaches any other doctrine, 
let him Anathama, Maranatha, thatis accursed.” 
Could Lsee you, on my knees I would implore 


cuicted my conscience 


and ivom 
Tt one 


MeEn{s, ! 


e ver dives 





you to be careful lest the blood of souls, of pre-, 


cious immortal souls be found on your garments. 
It is not from any personal antipathy against 
you that I thus write, bat froma tender and af- 
fectionate concern for that part that shall never 
die, when the fire shall never be quenched.— 





O dear sir, let me before God solemnly and af- 
fectionately warn you to beware lest you be the 
means of leading immortal souls down to the re- 
gions of eternal woe. Should this be the case 
how awitul, how aggravating will be your con-. 
demnation. It will he more tolerable for Sodom : 
and Gomorrah than for you. How many woes 
in the scripture are denounced against those 
prophets that prophesy smooth things. Do not 
all of them stand in full force against you? Is 
it not by these you must be judged ? 2? How can 
you bear the idea of everk: isting burnings, and 
the vengeance of eternal fire? How can you 
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but the smoke of your torment and that of your 
deluded followers must ascend up for ever and 
ever? What will be your feelings if you should 
at the great day of judgment find ‘yourself at the 
left hand of the Judge, and hear that unaltera- 
ble sentence passed upov you, * Depart ye 
cursed into everlasting fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels”? Then may ‘you mourn 
and Jament that ‘the summer is past and the 
harvest ended and I am not saved.” My heart 
bleeds, I weep, and my heaving bosom is wrung 
with anguish for you. O heart distracting 
thought! Enough to move the most obdurate, 
unless shielded by Universalism or Infidelity. — 
Think not that these are idle dreams, the effect 
of an enthusiastic spirit. They are eternal re- 
alities, and I conscious that if you would be can- 
did with yourself andthe word of God you would 
at least assent to the truth of them. I entreat 


you once more to bear in mind the worth of 


immortal souls. I entreat you to make it your 
first business to make your peace with God be- 
fore 1{ be forever too late, before your accounts 
are sealed up to the judgment of the great day. 
He that believeth not is condemned already, and 
the wrath of God abideth upon him. O flee to 
Jesus, make him your only ark of safety, and 
remember there isa throne of justice as well 
asmercy. ‘Then you will preach the true gos- 
pel, be useful in the world. and be prepared for 
that which is to come. Bui if you still refuse, 
if you live to treasure up wrath against the day 
of wrath, if you still pursue the course you now 
pursue, the wages of unrighteousness will be 
yours; God will glorify himself in making you 
a monument of his eternal displeasure. And 
though my namie is concealed from human view 
as it refers to this letter, the great day will re- 
veal it, and what motives | had in thus address- 
ing you. I now before God solemaly call upon 
you to acknowledge that J am clear of the blood 
of your soul, and though devils and damned spir- 
its be your associates forever it is not through 
my neglect. 

Farewell my friend, a long perhaps a last 
farewell. 





ANSWER. 


BrRooKFiELD, Avevst 4, 1819. 
Rev. Sir, 

Wirn feelings deeply affected by the manner 
of your address, and wounded by the spirit your 


communication breathes, | regret the necessity 


of combatting your sentiments in a public way, 


and of exhibiting to general scrutiny your heart- 
chilling letter; but the interest of truth, the 


‘impeached character of God, and the regard | 


possess for the whole family of man impertously 
demand an energetic reply. Itseems that * the 
idea of a day of future retribution” was the in- 
ducement by which you were influenced to write 
me, and that you were less prompted by any 
concern for my welfare, than by a fear of your 


bear to think of laying down in those rivers of | | own damnation; for you ** solemnly” adjure me 


eternal wrath with all this accumulated load of| 
the blood of souls upon your guilty head? How 


by God to acknowledge you clear of the blood 
of my soul. Although I do not wish to pourtray 


can you bear to think of not having one cooling | | any liberality on your part, yet I must assure 


drop of water to quench your parchine thirst, ‘you, that ‘ the idea” on which you inform me 


= 


NO. 


your letter is written, is solely the dictate ot 
self-love. You ask “ who could avoid weeping 
at the idea of having Universalism proclaimed 
as being the only true way to heaven,” and in- 
form me that you once ‘fondly hoped it true ;”’ 
by connecting these expressions I learn, that you 
would weep at the complete emancipation of 
the family of man from sin and sorrow, and that 
you cordially hope it will not be effected. My 
dear sir, is it possible for you to consider your- 
selfa disciple of the meek and unpretending 
Jesus, “* who gave himself a ransom for all,” af- 
ter the utterance of such sentiments? Can one 
of the followers of the Prince of Peace sincere- 
ly hope that he will not have the “ heathen his 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
his possession ;” and that all-the ends of the 
world shall [not] remember, and turn unto the 
Lord ; and that all the kindreds of the nations 
shall [not] worship before him’? Can you weep 
at seeing not only Abraham, and Isaac, and Ja- 
cob, and all the prophets in the kingdom ; but 
every creature in heaven, earth and sea wor- 
shipping God in spirit and in troth? I forbear; 
you must have written this sentiment through 
inadvertency, may God of his infinite mercy for- 
give you this sin. You say ‘it is not my inten- 
tion to confute you by arguments, for if the Bi- 
ble cannot convince you, surely my inexperi- 
enced pen will not.”’ In reply, I would inform 
vou that the Bible has convinced me, not only 
of the inconsistency of your theory, but also of 
the impropriety of answering you in the spirit 
of which you wrote. The Bible plainly de- 
lineates the doctrine of universal redemption by 
the agency of the spirit of God, informs us that 
Christ shall subjugate every foe, cause every 
knee to bow, and every tongue to confess to the 
glory of God the Father. In considering these 
elorious testimonials ef man’s endless felicity 
graven in the heavenly register, can any per- 
son assent to your soul-freezing and God-annihi- 
lating sentiment? In the next sentence I shall 
notice, you express a wish that I may be cursed, 
because | do not preach such doctrine as you. 
However you may attempt to extenuate, this is 
the fair purport of the expression. Do you on re- 
flection, earnestly desire that any of your erring 
brethren, the children of your heavenly Father 
should be cursed? We are informed by Jesus, 
thatifany one breaks a commandment,and teach- 
es men so, he shall be called least in the king- 
dom of heaven, but he does not say that he 
wishes him cursed. He reprehends those dis- 
ciples who call for tire, and says, ye know not 
what spirit ye are of; I charitably hope the 
same of you. My dear sir, how does the pos- 
session and expression of such feelings comport 
with christian charity, the genius of the gospel, 
the mind of Christ? Can you honestly declare 
yourself a sincere disciple of Jesus, and yet en- 
tertain such unkind, such ungenerous wishes ? 
Are we not taught to bless, and curse not? Is 
not Christ compassionate to the ignorant, and 
to those who are out of the way? Is he not 
kind to the unthankful and the unmerciful? When 
you have such a noble example for imitation, 
why do you not follow it, and not give me “ de- 
vils and damned spirits for associates”? “Could 
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isee you.”? To test the strength of your concern for 
my happiness I will mention, that you reside about one 
‘ourth of a mile distant from the house in which I at- 
tended meeting, and that you were politely invited to 
be present, but that you did not come. After this 
statement, which I am ready to prove, it is easy to judge 
of your meaning, where you talk of going down on your 
knees toimplore me. When people have any deep con- 
cern fer the good of others, they do not remain idle 
spectators, and see the impending ruin fall without an 
effort for their relief. When the proximity of your 
dwelling, the politeness of the request, and your un- 
conquerable regard for me are taken into the ac- 
count, it is easy to understand what is intended by your 
bleeding heart and agonized bosom, as you carefully a- 
voided an interview, and in a clandestine manner threw 
your letter into my carriage on the eve of my departure. 
[have now gone throngh your letter, and taken up 
nearly every subject of moment, and although it con- 
tains much which I have not particularly reviewed, yet 
as it all breathes one spirit, 4 consider a more critical 
analysis unnecessary. I shall now examine the opin- 
ions advanced in your communication, by the standard 
of truth, hoping you may see the propriety of the con- 
clusions. You entreat me to make my peace with 
frod. If this sentiment is intimated in the Bible, you 
would have done well to have adduced the passage to 
show the pertinency of your request, but if this idea is 
not suggested by the scriptures, your solicitation is not 
warranted by the divine oracles. The apostle informs 
us that God was in Christ reconciling the world to him- 
self, but he never eays that Christ was in the world re 

conciling God to himself. God is of one mind, and 
none can turn him; he is without variableness or sha- 
dow of turning; he is God, he changes not. By the 
light of these scripture evidences we see the ab-olute 
impossibility of reconciling God to the world, or of 
changing his feelings or intentions on any subject in the 
smallest degree. 
asserts the immutability of its author, you must un- 


As the volume of God unequivocally 


questionably discover the incorrectness of your idea, 
which says, it will ultimately be too late to attempt to 
worship God, because the day of his grace is finished, 
i.e. he has changed. You give me one piece of intel- 
ligence, the truth of which | am disposed to question. 


I find no place in the sacred record in which the notion | 


of two thrones is hinted, and as I derive my information 
from that source, I shall beg leave to discredit your un- 
supported assertion. Near the close df your letter you 
pronounce my malediction in very emphatic language, 
and anticipate the doom which you fancy my heavenly 
Parent will award me. Dear sir, can it be matter of 
«ratification to any being to behold the misery of ano- 
ther, unless its feelings are chilled into apathy, or its 
‘ender sympathies perverted? When Christ wept at 
the grave of Lazarus, when he wept over the inLabitants 
of Jerusalem in prospect of their approaching dcsola- 
tion, when we are assured that he is the same yesterday, 
to-day and forever, can we believe the time will come, 
when he will rejoice in seeing part of the offspring of 
God engulfed in lakes of liquid lava, and weltering in 
the mextinguishable fire of an endless hell? [I have not 
so learned Christ. I conjure you to renounce this idea, 
so derogatory to the character of God, so destructive 
to the happiness of man. When it completely neutra- 
lizes each noble, each magnanimous sentiment of the 
human soul, when it entirely counteracts the operation 
of every tender charity of life, how can you embrace 
it, and what possibility of enjoyment is there in its be- 
ief? Cheered and delighted by an opposite sentiment 
deduced from the gospel of God, | exclaim in the lan- 
guage of the prophet ; have we not all one Father? 
bath not one God created us? With feelings elevated 


by gratitude and gladness I answer in the words of 


Paul, where he saith of God, that he hath made of one 


blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all the face of 


the earth, and hath determined the times before ap- 
pointed, and the bounds of their habitations ; that they 
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should seek the Lord. By these testimonials, and oth- 
ers easily found by the careful perusal of the holy book, 
I ascertain that al] the inhabitants of this earth are the 
people of God ; to this conclusion I joyfully apply the 
declaration of the angel to Joseph, thou shalt call his 
name Jesus; for he shall save his people from their sins. 
When we look at this chain of scripture evidences in 
proof of Universalism, can we believe there is duplicity 
in the revelation of God, and that he designs to deceive 
the children of men with specious promises, which he 
will never perform? ‘The whole plan of creation, pre- 
servation and redemption is so full of harmony ; so ad- 
mirably calculated for the universal extension of holi- 
ness and happiness,that it seems impossible for any end- 
less grand to result from so vast and symmetric an ap- 
paratus of means. As you appear entirely ignorant of 
my sentiments, 1 would thank you to examine the Bi- 
ble, in which you will find them written in sunbeams by 
the finger of God. You can read the gospel I preach, 
I cor- 
dially believe in the angelic communication of good ti- 
dings of great joy, which shall be to all people; and 
that the preaching of Christ and his apostles was calcu- 
lated in the wisdom of God, for the producticn of this 
joyous result; and that this heavenly scheme will ulti- 


in the words of Christ in the prophecy of Isaiah. 


mate in the greatest possible felicity of every rational 
being ; and that the declarative glory of God consists 
in the happiness of his intelligent offspring. ‘These ideas 
are plainly stated by Paul, when he assures us that 
Christ shall reign till he has put all enemies under his 
feet, and that death, the last enemy, shall be destroyed. 
But I conceive it unnecessary to establish the doctrine 

for you have advanced nothing against it, and had you 
exhuusted the whoie store of your knowledge and rhet- 
eric in disproving the iniinite extension of celestial 
goodness, you would have contended with fearful odds, 
for the foundztion of God standeth sure. Impressed 
with a sense of your condition from experience, I sin- 
cerely commisserate the darkness of your mind, and la- 
ment that you entertain such disgraceful notions con- 
cerning your heavenly Parent, whom you onght to a- 
dore and reverence as the Almighty and everlasting be- 
nefactor of man. When once you can behold the 
beauty of the God of unlimited love, then will you teel 
more regard for your fellow men, then will you exult 
in the happiness of each individual. But while you ad- 
here to the theory of partiad election and re probation, 
while you monopolize the mercy of God, did you pray 
in conformity with your beliel, you would supplicate 
the God of compassion to damn part of his children ; 
and as you think this in complete accordance with his 
will, you ought in this light to sing paeans of joy, songs 
of triureph; to pour forth your soul to God im thanks- 
giving and praise in anticipation of their endless exclu- 
sion from the world of light. Although such conduct 
would naturally flow from a hearty belief in your sys- 
tem, it is directly opposed to the Cirections of Paul, 
who requests Timothy to pray for all men, and we know 
that that which is not of faith is sin. I] presume you 
do not imagine that Paul solicited Timothy to sin. But 
it is evident that Pau) had expanded ideas, for he trust- 
ed in the living God, the Saviour of all men, and there- 
fore he laboured and suflered reproach. Having ex- 
posed the futility of your opinions by the light of scrip- 
ture and lamp of reason, | now submit to your conside- 
ration several propositions, with either of which you 
may comply. As 1 consider the importance of the con- 
troversy too great to be adequately examined in one 
letter, I solicit a continuance of this correspondence in 
the spirit of christian amity, hoping some hght may be 
disclosed in the course of the discussion, which may re- 
move the misapprehensions we may have entertained, 
and soften and liberalize both our hearts. If you will 
accede to this proposal, I pledge myseif to prove tror 


partially good toall. If you do not reply te (us letter, 
I shall conclude you are silenced, or that you think 
yourself incompetent to the defence of your own sys- 





tem, and that you have rashly thrown down the gauni- 
let of dispute, Perheps when you wrote your letter, 
you fancied me so young and inexperienced, that you 
tho’t I should not dare to defend that which I considered 
truth against your powerful artillery ; but admitting this 
to be the fact, give me leave to say, you manifested the 
greatest pusillanimity, both in hoping there would be 
no vindication, and in making your attack from a mask- 
ed battery. It is altogether immaterial to me, whether 
you wrote the letter yourself, or whether some of your 
female assistants wrote it under your superintendence ; 
if you had no concern in the matter, coime forth in the 
boldness of innocenee, for if you do not, I shall still 


believe you implic t¢ d. It you tt e| that anxiety for 


my eternal weal, which your Je‘ter intimates, you will 


not remain indifferent to my fate after the reception of 


this reply, but wil] exert your every energy for my 


rescue, my relief. Fully convinced that the embracing 


I earnestly re- 


of error is detrimental to my happiness, ) 


‘ 


quest a refutation of iny stat 


| 4 


ements, and urgently soli- 
cit vour best endeavours at argumentation. 


Although 


your Jetter was to remain anonymous until the * great 


day.’ yet ] hope a cdi closure of the author’s name be- 


fore that timme may not be injurious to the cause of truth, 
or unpleasant to the feelifes of the writer; for we are 
instructed by the divine Rabbi, that be that doeth truth, 
cometh to the light, that his 
fest, that they are wronght in God. 


deeds may be made mani- 
Notwithstanding 
the secret mode of conveying your letter, | feel no ac- 


cusations of conscicnee in giving it publicity. as the 


o 
subjects on which it dijates are oi equal concern, and 


should be open to the investigation of all. You have 


now a fair opportunity through tie medium of this pa- 


per to vindicate your cause, and | assure you an impar- 


tial hearing and an ingenuous answer. Having fully 


considered your communication, deliberately weighed 
your admonitions, reproofs and friendly rebukes, I re- 
iurn you my most grateful thanks for your good mter- 
tions, and trustingly believe that our heavenly P. 

will always remember you in kindness. Dlay then 
a 


fiueuce of the God of peace tranguillize the sorrows ot 


your agonized bosom, and stanch the bleedings of your 
lacerated heart; may he remove your indescribable 


distress, and entircly dissipate your distracting thoughts 
May your views of the goodness of Coed continue to 


enlarge; may the Holy One be your constant guide 


~ 


and the object of your hearty Cevetion:; and may you 
worship bim 


in spirit and in truth. without partiality 


and without bypecrisy. May heaven's richest mercies 
be abundantly given you, and may your Leart be streng- 
thened to preach the tree, the unlimited grace of God 


With these sentiments of esteem and regard. I subscribe 


myself yours, in the bonds of christian charity. 
JOHN Bisbee, Jr. 


Rev. Enzvau DEXTER. 
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THE KALEIDOSCOPE. 

We would iniorm the respectable editor of the Ka- 
leidoscope, that his apology respecting the charge of 
quibbling, &c. is entirely satisfactory, and the example 
Bat he has 
committed another mistake, which lays us under the 
obligation to set him right. 


acknowledged, highly worthy of imitation. 


He submits the following question to * crifics >°— 
** Whether, or not a being in a state of extreme misery, 
without a hope of relief, might justly call annihilation a 
good??? Now we have to inform our brether that his 
question is nothing to the case. This question is evi- 
dently predicated, as it respects our argument concern- 


| ig Judas, on the fact of Judas? being not only in exis- 
the Bible, that God is infinitely, everlastingly 00 ine | 


tence, but in a miserable state, from which there is no 
hope of deliverance. 


But our argument was on the 
question, whether Judas con)! ! 


ve received any goody 
And now having cor- 





if he had never existed at ail? 
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rected this error, we must not tail to put bia im mind 
of the dishonour he attributes to the preserver of our 
existence. He represents Almighty God as preserving 
the existence of Judas, when annihilation would be a 
blessing. Now when he holds up our Father in heaven 
as such a cruel Being does he expect to persuade us 
thereby to love him? Is this the ‘rational and liberal 


christianity’? which he ie going to ‘explain and defend.” 
We hope, he will not think hard of us for noticing such 
things, for if he cau justify himself in representing God 
in the character he does. he wil! then show us our er- 
ror: bat if he cannot, the blame is on him. 


This editor complains, most bitterly, because of our 


Slowing statement; °° How p! ‘inly tne spirit of the 
pharisece appears m the hop tpressed by our opposer. 
ffow easily is Judas given-up to endless misery, With 

hat an oninion of his own goodness does our re yiewer 
uggest the flattering notion of goo? company mM the 

acid fo come. Conld we realize how often we have 
bartered Christ away for a much tess sum than thirty 
pieces of silver, with what modesty should we be led 
speak of Judas, wko repented and returned the mo- 
ey? This our brother calls a ** cruel aspersion”’ ; and 
presumes Mr. B. will \ {he candor and justice 
{ ct ;¢ 
But we must first imquire, in what this “cruel as- 

‘ysion”? consists? A * cruel aspersion”’ is certainly a 
very bad thing, aud if we have been guilty of it we 
wish not to add any thing to it by refusing to retract it. 
t=t. Hluve we in any way alluded to the moral charac- 

of any person or persons? This will not be pretend- 
Wheat have we done? We have suggested that 


reviewer manifested the spirit of the pharisce, and 
that he discovered an opinion of his own goodness when 
» spake of good company hereafter, or in the world 
Will 


uudertake to deny the appearances of which we 


»come. Butis thisa ‘cruel aspersion” ? he 
spake ; 


esume he will not. 


yo, we p But allowing he could in 
ustice deny thei, does he not see that to call such in- 
tions ** erncl aspersions,’? he goes directly in the 
i all his doctrine? Does he not see that accord- 
ne to bis charge of ‘* cruel aspersion’’ nearly all ow 


cood clergy most cruclly asperse themselves every sab- 


lay? 


atin ¢ Who hears them preach without getting 
he unpression, that the preacher expects to fare better 
1 the world to come than he expects sinners will? To 
short m this matter, we say, we have not yet caught 
correct glance of our opposer’s spirit and opinion, if 
» does not believe he shall fare better in the world to 
-oine than Judas, and that he feels remarkably quiet in 
te expectation of the eternal misery of that child of 
human nature. 


eiaist 


ut most surely we will be the last who 
miringe on the sacred recesses of moral character, 
We have a high opiuon of the moral virtues of our op- 
posers in religion, and we shal] make use of these vir- 
tues to prove the correctness of our liberal views of the 
divine goodness. 

On the subject of chance, &c. the editor of the Ka- 
ieidoscope explains himself to mean simply this, if we 
understand him. If the doctrine of endless misery be 
a fact, will not a belief in it be more likely to lead us 
so to conduct as to avoid it? This predicates the truth 
oi the docirine, in some measure at least, on the igno- 
rance of people concerning it; and it supposes that 
correct knowledge could it become universal, would 
overthrow the doctrine totally! He should know that 
if by believing the truth mankind obtain salvation, their 
condemnation depends on the darkness of their minds. 
And then he should be able to see, that the system of 
eternal truth may stand and yet the ignorant and un- 
believing be brought out of darkness into marvellous 
cht. 


WE notice in the Kaleidoseope of July 31, the follow- 
mg, * To Correspondents.” “A correspondent observes 
that “the religious turn, which our paper has taken, 
will turn to our disadvantage.”’-—-We re} ly, that as “* we 
frog. re ave y “0} a’ 1ht 1; 
trust we have a good conscience” in this proceeding, 


a 
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so we humbly hope it will turn to our advantage in the 
future world, were we wish ‘to lay up our treasures.” 
We are acting merely on the defensive, and wish to 
We 
are not acquainted with the reverend editor of the Uni- 
versalist Magazine ; but conclude from what we see in 
his paper, and hear from his acquaintance, that our no- 


proceed in such a manner, as not to be offensive. 


tice of his writings is not disagreeable to him, and we 
hope it wil] not be so to his friends.” 

While we wish to confirm the editor of the Kaleido- 
scope in the opinion that the notice he has seen fit to 
t.ke of our paper, is by no means offensive, and. that 
| his continuing such notice accordingly as the nature of 
the queries which have been und are now pending be- 
tween the two papers may require, will be entirely ac- 
ceptuble, we feel it a duty to correet his statement, that 
” We ask if the 
editor of the Kaleidoscope was acting on the defensive 


he is ** acting only on the defensive. 


when he published the four “Important Questions” for 
the consideration of Universalists? Again, we ask if 


he was acting on the defensive, when be gave public 





notice that the first page of his paper would, in future, 
jb devoied to explain and defend rational and liberal 
| christianity, as distinguished from Roman Catholicism, 


Calvinism, Hopkinsianism, Universalism, and Deism? 
We appeal to our impartial readers to say if this editor 
did not, in the above public notice signify that Univer- 
salism, &c. 13 not rational nor liberal christianity. And 
| our readers are requested to notice, at the same time, 


that the things to which we here allude were the com- 
mencement of our controversy. 

‘These remarks are not made by way of complaining 
that we were attacked. We ere perft ctly willing that 
our opposers, of whatever creed. should come forward 
and oppose us to the extent of their means. We mean 
to hold ourselves in readiness to meet the attacks of 
any, and of all who may attempt to cisprove the doc- 
trine of God’s universal at.d unchangeuble love to man- 
{kind ; and we shall, without thinking that we trespass 
in the least on christian propriciy, attack all limited, 
partial notions and doctrines, which represent our Fa- 
ther in heaven, as partial, cruel, revengeful, or unmer- 
ciful toward any of his crestures. But these remarks 
are made to show that we will not, knowingly, counte- 
nance an erroneous statement. In the present contro- 
versy, the editor of the Kaleidoscope takes the lead ; 
we answer his questions, and call on him to fulfil his 
promises. And if he docs not, as we are certain he 
ewer will, we shall teil him as plainly as possible,where 
in he comes short. 

The reason which the editor assigns for giving his pa- 
per a ** religious turn,”’ and the interest for which he is 
endeavouring to Jabour, he states cs follows; ‘*We trust 


a cood 





we have conscience” jn this proceeding, so we 
humbly hope it will turn to our advantage in the future 
world. where we wish * to lay up our treasures.”? As this 


sentence is 


on one of the most important subjects, which 


relate to our concerns, we are led to examine it with a 
due degree of cautious inquiry. 
The expectation of the writer is, 


that his 
the doctrine of God’s universal. unchangeable 


labours 


aot tis 
a‘Ncaakae 


goodness to mankind, which have appeared in the Ka- 
| Jeide 


world.” May we, without giving any offence, humbly 
ask, iu What way our good christian brother is laying up 
a treasure in the future world, by representing that God 
| will eventually prove unmerciful to millions of his crea- 
tures? This is evide ntly all he has undertaken to prove. 
Even the case of Judas, atid the unbelieving thief on 
the cross, are made no other use of in his arguments, 
than to establish by these instances, the unmerciful 
principle which he designs for general application.— 
What sort of (reasures will such labours lay up in the 
future world? We read, Gal. vi. 7, ** Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he alsoreap.”? Will our broth- 
er be willing to reap in the future world a harvest of 
his unmerciful doctrine? Jesus said, hear it O ye hard 


scope, will ** turn to his advantage in the future | 
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judged; und with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured fo you again.”? Would our opponent be will- 
ing to receive, in the future world, such judgment and 
measure, as he has bestowed on Judas? No, in this 
case, be is like David, while the criminal was presented 
him, by the prophet Nathan, in the supposed person of 
another, his judgment was, ‘* The man—shall] surely 
die’; but when the prophet replied; ** Thou art the 
man,’’? he humbled himself and acknowledged, saying ; 
‘| have sinned against the Lord ;*? but he said nothing 
about putting the man to death. This is the way of 
the carnal mind; nothing is too bad for the wicked, 
until it comes home to the conscience, ** Thou art the 
man.? Itis then that mercy appears lovely, and the 
subject no longer rambles the world over to find a be- 
traying Judas, for his conscience says, ** Thou art the 
He no longer seeks for the transgressor in the 
person of the thief on the cross, his conscience says, 
‘¢Thou art the man.”? But we have infinite reason to 
be thankful to our merciful Father in heaven, that he 
has seen fit to inform us, in his word, that our harvest 
and our reaping are not only of the same as our sowing, 
but tbat we shall gather from the field where we sow. 
‘* For he that soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap 
* All sin and all error are sown to the flesh, 
and the flesh is fruitful in yielding a harvest of corrup- 
{ion to the wicked. But ‘all flesh is grass, and all the 
goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field. The 
grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but the word of God 
shall stand forever.” 


man,”’ 


corruption. 





“ COLUMBIAN TELESCOPE.” 


We think some apology due to the editor of the Co- 
lumbian Telescope, for our want of proper distinction 
between error and eloquence, in our remarks on the 
close of Dr. Griffin’s sermon, published in the 6th No. 
of that paper. And as the editor has put us in mind of 
this circumstance in his 9th No. we delay not to do 
him justice in this particular. 

Vie say then, that our remarks were by no means de- 
signed to indicate any fault in the editor. This was 
not even thought of, as the word eloquence was used in 
its proper and legitimate sense. But while directing 
our suggestions to point out the improprieties of the ex- 
tract, we did not so properly distinguish between the 
seutiments which we disapproved, and the title under 
which the editor placed the close of the Dr’s sermon, 
as to be understood according to our meaning. 

We weuld further inform eur respected friend, that 
his sentiments of ** good will” are duly reciprocated ; 
and if we make some remarks, in our next, on the 
** close of an address to Sunday scholars, by the Rev. 
Thomas Raffles, of Liverpool, England,” which we find 
under the head of Punrrr ELoavEnce in his last pa- 
per, we will endeavour to give him no reason to think 

that we are finding fault with the respectable editor of 
| the Columbian Telescope. 








| To Correspondents. 

| A Jetter addressed to a young lady, on the first 
| principles of religion,”? would, on account of its merits 
}and importance of its subject, have been inserted, had 
the stile and composition been such as to justify our 
| presenting it to our readers, 


‘ 





MARRIED, 

In New Bedford, Mr. Rufus Blackmore to Miss Mary 
Parker. 

In Newburyport, Capt. Timothy Osgood to Miss Sal- 
ly Gege. 
"In this town, by Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Charles Pike 
to Miss Priscijla Putman. 

By Rev. Mr. Eaton, !sainh Thomas, Fsq. of Worces- 
ter, to Miss Revecca Armstrong. 





DIED, 

In this town, Mrs. Harriet Parkman, wife of Danici 
Parkman, Esq. aged 22.—Mrs. Hannah Hardy, wile of 
Wim. Hardy, aged 33.—Mr. John Osborn, merchant, 
aged 42.—Mrs. Elizabeth Robinson, wife of Joseph H. 
Robinson, aged 37.—Mrs, Mary Galvin, wife of Geo. 
1. Galvin, aged 34.--Widow Alice Collins, aged 79.— 
Mrs. Ann Huntress, wife of Capt. 1. Huntress, aged 22. 








hearted ; ** With what judgment ye judge, ye shall be 


Mrs. Sally Richards, wife of John Richards, aged 34. 
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na) 4 ——————————— i Jative to this argument, could give me greater satisfac- | least sensibuity, revolts at such unmerciful justice, and t 
fei Bf POETS CORN ER. tion. I will therefore comply with your request, in as | condemns at once the supposed conduct of the father 
3 ip 5. nanan ah aie | ce tae 2 idl concise a manner as is convenient, And that I may be | Now this is the justice which our divines have attribut. 
be ee Ai easily understood, I will avail myself of the most easy | ed to our Father in heaven. They contend that the 
a ie ‘ The day is thine ; the night also is thine ; thou hast and interesting similitude which, nature furnishes and | justice of God requires that every sinner should perish 
pps’ the light and the sun. Thou hast set all the | the scriptures justify. Our creator and preserver has | eternally without receiving the smallest favour from f 
borders of the earth ; thou hast made summer and ; Seen fit, to stile himself ** our Father who is in heaven.”’ | him, either in time or hereafter. Thus it appears that 
winter.°—Ps. Ixxiv. 16, 17. Mankind are in the language of divine inspiration, call-' this common doctrine of condemnation is unmercifal ; 
| ws : ohs AT 2 . _ ox » 2 alta . ‘ > re , lecer < »NMlare mm . . 8 
THOU art, Oh God! the life and light » = en hited il "5 % “ any just re — - an the ref I ae erves no place in our religious be- 
Otol dike endieank world We ave: | ye ae 7 — anguage, we are authorise d to believe | lief. As it would be most repugnant to the character : 
Its glow by day, its smile by night, Pes ue 7 on ing cc — pene ng ng a 7 yore ~ nt, ¢ represe ee asin the fore gving 
Are but reflections caught from thee. ” -_ - i . eigen "8 owards his off | ¥ g. PP osed case, so it is ' st dishonourable to our Fane \ 
Where’er we turn, thy glories shine, a whee the nec essary ciilerence, arising — the - in heaven tore present him as exere is ing r such unfeeling " 
And oll things fair end bright are thine. parity betw cen the ere ator and a creature ; in which | justice towards his weak and dependent offspring. ' 
; vine % : allowance the preference for real goodness is on the Let us now proceed to show by the same similitude / 
When day, with farewell beam, delays part of God, and is tu be considered as much greater in| that no atonement was necessary in order to satisfy the 
Among the opening clouds ol even, him than in the earthly father, as his other attributes claims of divine justice, where bs the sinner may . “a 
And we can almost think we gaze excell those of his creature. ‘These things premised, | free. In order to see this sul 7” t, let us ask when 
Thro’ golden vistas into heaven ; we will suppose that a purent of a numerous family | the compassionate father of the lost childr n woall 
Those hues that make the sun’s decline gives forth his commands to his children, and informs | quire any thing to be done, by way of at pn... é 
So soft, so radiant, Lord! are thine. them of the desireable consequences of obedience, and | reconcile him to his children and to make him willing 
When night, with wings of starry gloom, the chastisement with which they must be exercised if|to deliver them from their lost condition? This is a 
O’ershadows all the earth and skies, they disc bey The fathe r has the sole contr: ul in ap- | palpabi absurdity - for who loves thes children ie 
Like some dark, beauteous bird, whose plume pointing the rewards and the punishments. Now what| much better than their father, as to come forward with 
Is sparkling with unnumber’d eyes ;— I contend for is this, as these rewards are designed to | donations designed to reconcile him to his own offspring? 
That sacred gloom, those fires divine, incline the children to obedience, so the threatened ind to pretend that the father uses means tc reconcile 
So grand, so countless, Lord! are thine. punishments are designed to favour the same object; himself to his children is an ibsurdity as palpable as the 
When youthful spring around us breathes, and as when the rewards are bestowe d on obedience, other. These absurdities are embraced in the common 
Thy spirit warms her fragant sigh ; they are designed to induce to future faitl tulness, co doctrine of atonement. which directly contradicts the 
And ev’ry flower the summer wreathes, when punishments are inflicted the y are designed to| plain tc stimony of scripture by supporting them. The #* 
Is bora beneath thy kindling eye. promote the same end. Andit is a fact, that in the | scriptures state in plain terms, that **God so loved the ‘ 
Where’er we turn, thy glories shine, parental charactcr, there is no such thing known as _ world that he gave his only begotten Son—But God 
And all things fair and bright are thine, punishment, which is not designed for the benefit of the | ymmendeth his love towards us, in that while we were 
[From Moore's Sacred Melodies. disobedient. qT his reasoning applied to the con juct of | yet sinners Christ cied tor us—Tferein is love, not that 
— our heavenly Father, shows at once, that he never could, | we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son 
wan CRE MAGAZINE. consistentivy with his parental character, denounce any it be the propitiation for our sins?) Can any thing be e 
aa threatening on his creatures, which, in its fullest opera- | plainer, my dear friend, than that Chri-i w ent bv the 
Dialogue between a Universalist and a Limiiarian. tion, does not operate favourably onits subject. Again; | Father's love, and not to precure that love for us A oe ‘ 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24. a rags gives directions to his children to walk in a cer- | ee om g to tl criptures abo quoted, the Father ; 
would not have sent his Son, if he had not loved «inners. 


ain path, while attempting to go to a desired place. 


° a ae i , ies : 
» surprised at what you have } Poe: | 
Lim. I am rot a little su a8 tn ‘. + ie informs them that while they keep in the way, they | 50 We may clearly see in our simile, the father would 
®) ated, < st say. as I sald betore, there seems]... _ . ite. . - — 
i ses ena l I i will walk with ease, make good speed, and enjoy every | Not send assistance to his children in distress, if he did p 
hing ason in what v say, and yet . j93 < 3 
to be something like reason in what vou say, and } necessary refreshment: bat if they wander from the| vot love them. And to pretend that the father joves 





my mind is by no means clea Saba haisdnivonanttes path, they will soon be lost, find themselves encom- | tere children in consequence of his having granted 
to ascertain whether I righ ty apprehend your meaning. passed with briars and thorns, will be overtaken with lthem assistance is a direct violation of commen 
You allow the denunciation, that the soul that sins shall darkness, be unable to make any progress towards the I will in the next place endeavour to show that t 
die, is in full force. And you argue wader naga place of their desire. and find no wholesome refresh- | System of atonement es generally held, de-igned to sat- 
H pel was not designed to prevent the accomplishment of ments. The children set out, but being invited by some | isfy divine justice and to recon ile God to us, is es des 
& this denunciation on any W ho sin. But you contend wild flowers which crow beside the way, they quit their titute of ju-tice as the common doctrine of condemna 
5 that the penalty of the law is not eternal death. Ot plain, pl asant path, te evatify their fancies. but soon | tion is of mere y. Phis common doctrine of re conciing 
f ihe course, you think there was no legal claim by which the Gnd themselves bewildered. ‘They run every way] our heavenly Father to us, supposes that Jesus Child 
sinner could be holden in this state of condemnation, to find the right, but plunge forther inte dificult: | effected this by suffering in our room and stead. It 


und every thing happens to them accordingly as the pa- | UPpose sthat Jesus suficred the penalty of the law which § 


id violated, and that in consequence of his suf- 


sutisf 


-' 


: and therefore no atonement was necessarry to "1 
1e de sof divi justice on the sinner, whereby 
the demands of divine justice on he ler, Yl rent told them before they sat out. Here again, wat | man | 

| in justice, We ought to suffer, we are liber- 


ht iberated or set free. Ali this you urge on : 
he might be liberated or set tree M this | { contend for is, that the denunciation of all t! ca- | fering what, i 








¥ F 
. the principle that no real parent c cain it nsistently lamities has no signification which goes to cx silks © these | ated fi condemmation. Now what justice do wesee in 
iy with his character, pheweincoaital big’ J poneneer On 47) oLildren to the state they are in forever. The parcut does | this?) ‘This is concéemning the inn cent and clearing 
disobedient child, that is unmerciful. And you fasther- not say, if you get into this difficulty, I will never hel the guilty, which is forbidden in the divine law. We * 
ae more contend that the common doctrine of the church, yon out, but leave y« is thane te pe alle, As this applies | ¥ ill look at the case in our simile. Suppose then that 
; ee which supposes that the penalty of the “—_~ law iS 149 our heavenly Father, and his offs, ring, te te +B the oldest aeu-of the paremt, whees ohaldens una 
eternal death, that all mankind de- se = eae “+ | serve, that God said to Adam, * In the iv thou eatest | abd were lost, had kept himself from teruptation, did 
endless wrath and condemmati Ds and ul at the suff FING? 1 ao eof thou chalt ouse ly die.” But he ‘dia not jntj-| Bot wender away with the rest, but wos at home with 
of Jesus Christ were necessary for a substitute Mm room) | ee ibnt he would not bring him to life again -he did | fs father, and obedient in his service. ‘The father says 
of the sinner’s endless c ondemnati n. are — sonable, not say, your death shall he eternal. So likewise by | te this beloved son, you knew that your brothers and 
unscriptural, unjust and wulmers ful. These. are the " oe et. God m ys, * the soul that sinn. th. it s} a}) sisters are in a most wretched state, in which they must 
mail points, if I understand you nghi, embraced in} die.” but there is no intimation that this state of ce ath tll perish unless som way can be devised for their de- 
what you have just stated ; and as ihe M eas ape not fa- sities iin: denies proceed a improve hegre iverance. You know that justi e requires ther a 
miliar to me, and as I am not in possession of your Me-] 51. 40 chow that lk nemiaaie doctrine of condemnation | *truction for having discbeyed by orders. and iustice 
thod of argument on these points, | will thank you to] i, ynmercifal. Would it not be an unmerciful on in must have its demands. ‘This beloved son says to bis 
' go over these points once more by way of a brief illus- the father, to pass sentence on his children, who ; | father, et me perish in their room and receive them to 
tration. For I am dete rmined to i patient and ob- wandered out of the way. and gotten among thorns and your favour. The father consents. Now whereis the 
tain the real ground on which you rest a doctrine, which briars, into darkness, fol the afflictions of hunr. r and [Justice of condemuing this innocent person to this mis 
appears to me to be the greatest of all errors, that] | (hirst, that they should not be assisted out of their trou- | €™b!e condition, and to perish without mercy? In 
may the more successfully direct the scriptures against]pJe? Should on expect to hear a kind father say of his | *2oFt, is there any such thing known in parental gov 
a you. children in the foregoing condition; they got ie trou. | CTnment, that a father will punish an obedient child, for : 
. | Uni. Your determination to understand me thorough- | pe by their own disebedience, | told them of the dan- | What 4 disobedient one does? Most surely there is n° 
‘ :% ly, and to become acquainted with the ground on which | ser and warned them against it, and it is perfectly just | such thing, and nothing could be devised more unjust 
5 I build my hepe of the final salvation of all men, is and rig! right to let them perish with hunger and thirst and bean such a substitution. 3 
i highly commendable, and T assure you, that nothing re-| (nat withont meres Fyery heart possessed of rO PE CONTINUED gt 
: m4 








